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and especially of those who have an important stake in the country, may be effectively secured. It can be secured in no other way. Of course, we cannot disfranchise the people upon whom the franchise has been conferred; but we may break up the electoral constituencies into sections, which will secure the representation of the interests and classes which justice and sound policy alike demand to have represented If we can secure this, we shall not only feel more confidence m the advice which the local bodies give us, but we shall also be able to put much larger powers into their hands, and to get rid, by decentralisation, of much of the burden of admimstiation, which in these days of progress is becoming intolerable.
The principle which I have set forth above in regard to local bodies has been applied to the Legislative Councils in the scheme submitted by the Government of India, and adopted with modifications by Lord Morley as Secretary of State. In the main that scheme has my entire approval; and I look forward with interest and hope to its woiking But this is not enough. The principles which I have indicated must be applied to local self-government throughout the country. I am inclined to think, indeed, that to apply them to Legislative Councils before they had been applied to local bodies was to begin at the wrong end of the matter. The explanation is that though the need was great there was no loud demand for reform of the local bodies. The demand for political power was louder and more effective.
Tradition and ancient usage in India have given the people no small share in local affairs, and that was a fact of which much use had long been made In some Provinces Lord Ripon's scheme was so applied that the old system was utilised and developed. But m Bengal and elsewhere it suffered a reverse because a franchise system was introduced which disgusted many of the best men and most natural leaders, and deprived the local bodies of their services. These natural leaders have been to a large extent replaced partly by nominated members, and partly by unsuitable men who represwt little beyond their own interests. It is of